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Conjugating 3 Note Chords

. Chords are a lot like verbs in that their base form can be

COHJ ugate conjugated to vary them. Outlined below are three chord

verb |'kénj9,gét| groups based on different inversions of a major triad. Each
form has the root, third or fifth as the lowest note.

1 [ trans. | Grammar give the different forms of (a verb

in an inflected language) as they vary according to With the base major triad defined, you can start to alter or
voice, mood, tense, number, and person. conjugate them to change their voicing. With only three notes

being sounded, the root or fifth will be dropped as extensions
are added. To find a given chord, locate the root note of the
major triad and alter the chord from there.

Chord extensions beyond Minor 7b5 start to loose their
relationship to the base major triad form. That's not to say you
can't form these chords with three notes. They just don't fit
squarely into one of the three groups below.

The remainder of this document provides a variety of chord
voicings that you might find useful.
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